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Oceans – Dialogues between ocean floor and water column 

Exhibition by Armin Linke from 6th July to 24th September 

within the Science Year 2016*17 – Seas and Oceans 

 

 
Oldenburg. “Oceans – Dialogues between ocean floor and water column” is a new exhibition by Armin Linke, 
presented by the Edith-Russ-Haus for Media Art from 6

th
 July to 24

th
 September. In this new project Linke 

dives into the fascinating worlds of the open ocean and the deep sea – in a historical moment when research 
about these realms has gained importance as never before. The exhibition includes captivating scientific deep 
sea recordings and video interviews with leading marine scientists. 
 
For more than twenty years, Armin Linke has dealt with how mankind uses technology and knowledge to 
transform and develop the Earth’s surface to adapt it to its needs. In his project “Oceans” he accompanies 
scientists of leading research institutions and other local actors on their research trips to show the intercon-
nections that affect all of their activities. In close cooperation with the German marine biology research facili-
ties GEOMAR (Kiel) and MARUM (Bremen) Linke has created a choreography of deep sea research images 
taken from their video archives. The images, which will be shown in public for the first time, have been record-
ed by a remotely operated vehicle (ROV), used by biologists and geologists to explore the ocean floor in a 
depth of up to 5.000 meters.  
 
Two multi-channel video installations – designed to the architectural specifications of the Edith-Russ-Haus – 
provide insight into the complex processes of marine sciences as well as into crucial behind-the-scenes prac-
tices and negotiations. Rather than giving answers, Linke’s project raises questions—the matter of how to 
design our planet’s future being just one. The exhibition addresses issues of deep sea mining, biodiversity, the 
common heritage of mankind, sustainability objectives, and environmental strategies. It aims at creating a 
new visualisation to aid understanding and possibly create new solutions. 
 
“Oceans” is an official project of the “Year of Science 2016*17 – Seas and Oceans”, a programme of the Ger-
man Federal Ministry of Education and Research. The project was commissioned and co-funded by Thyssen-
Bornemisza Art Contemporary (TBA21), Vienna (www.TBA21.org).  
 
The project has been realised in collaboration with Giulia Bruno (camera, editing), Giuseppe Ielasi (sound, 
editing), Renato Rinaldi (sound), Kati Simon (project management). Special thanks to GEOMAR and MARUM, 
especially to Sarah Kaehlert, Ulrike Prange  and Nils Strackbein, for the valuable assistance with ROV Video 
Archive. 
 

About the artist 
 

Armin Linke (born 1966) lives in Milan and Berlin. As a photographer and filmmaker he combines a range of 
contemporary image-processing technologies in order to blur the borders between fiction and reality. His 
artistic practice is concerned with the interrelations and transformative powers between urban, architectural 
or spatial functions and the human beings interacting with these environments. 
Linke worked with the University for Architecture and Technology ETH Zürich and was a professor at the Uni-
versity of Arts and Design, Karlsruhe, as well as at the IUAV University, Venice. He was a research affiliate at 
the MIT Program in Art, Culture and Technology, School of Architecture and Planning, Cambridge, US. His 
work has been exhibited at Centre Pompidou (Paris), Haus der Kulturen der Welt (Berlin), Tate Modern (Lon-
don), Fotomuseum Winterthur and Centre de la photographie (Geneva). Linke’s multimedia installations were 
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presented at several Venice Biennales of Architecture, where his installation “Alpi” about the contemporary 
Alpine landscape was awarded with a Special Prize for best work in the Episodes section in 2004. 
His solo exhibition “The Appearance of That Which Cannot Be Seen” was shown at ZKM – Center for Art and 
Media (Karlsruhe, 2015, 2016), PAC – Padiglione d'Arte Contemporanea (Milanl, 2016), Ludwig Forum (Aa-
chen, 2017) and Centre de la photographie (Geneva, 2017). 
 

The interviewees  
 

For his project “Oceans“ Armin Linke interviewed several marine researchers and others:   

 Erik van Doorn, research associate, Walther-Schücking-Institute for International Law, University of 
Kiel  

 Gent Dr. Ann Vanreusel, biologist, Ghent University  

 Dr. Matthias Haeckel, research scientist, GEOMAR Centre for Ocean Research Kiel 

 Martin Köpcke, scientist, University of Aachen, Unit of Mineral Processing  

 Mareen Möller, biologist,  Institute for Chemistry and Biology of the Marine Environment (ICBM), 
University of Oldenburg 

 Dr. Ursula Röhl, marine biologist, MARUM - Center for Marine Environmental Sciences, University of 
Bremen 

 Dr. Volker Steinbach, geologist, Federal Institute for Geosciences and Natural Resources 

 Dr. Alexander Proelß, Professor of Public Law, Public International Law and European Law, Law Fac-
ulty, University of Trier 

 Dr. Antje Boetius, marine biologist, Alfred-Wegener-Institut –Helmholtz Centre for Polar and Marine 

Research (AWI), Bremerhaven 

 Kai Kaschinski, activist, Fair Oceans, Bremen 
 
 
Science Year 2016*17 – Seas and Oceans 
Marine sciences are the topic of the science year 2016*17. Seas and oceans cover about 71 per cent of our planet.   
They are a source of food, an economic space and they influence our climate – and they provide a habitat for 
plants and animals. Scientists have been exploring the oceans for hundreds of years, and yet they still are a mys-
tery and, to a large extent, uncharted. The Science Year 2016*17 – Seas and Oceans is about the exploration and 
protection of the seas as well as about a sustainable usage. The Science Years are a joint initiative of the Federal 
Ministry of Education and Research (BMBF) and Science in Dialogue (WiD). As a key means of communicating 
research, the Science Years bring research into the public eye and support the dialogue between research and 
society. Science Year 2016*17 is supported by the German Marine Research Consortium (KDM) as specialist part-
ner. 
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